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UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH



WHAT IS UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH?

An inquiry or investigation conducted by 
an undergraduate student that makes 
an original intellectual or creative 
contribution to any discipline.1

ÁResearch Assistant

Á Independent Research

ÁResearch-Based Courses

ÁResearch Abroad

ÁResearch Experiences for 
Undergraduates (REUs)

1Adapted from Council on Undergraduate Research (2019)



BENEFITS

ÁEnhances student learning through mentoring 
relationships with faculty

Á Increases retention and graduation in academic 
programs

Á Increases enrollment in graduate education and 
provides effective career preparation

ÁDevelops critical thinking, creativity, problem 
solving, and intellectual independence

ÁDevelops an understanding of research methodology

ÁPromotes an innovation-oriented culture1

1Adapted from Council on Undergraduate Research (2019)


